Title: “My Brother Jesus Christ”
Text: Hebrews 2:11-18

Hebrews 2:11-18  11 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.  12 He says, "I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises."  13 And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again he says, "Here am I, and the children God has given me."  14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil--  15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants.  17 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.  18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.


Summary from last week (#6)
Man has a very strong lustful desire to be one like a god. After Adam ate the forbidden fruit, he immediately stretched out his hands and tried to take the eternal life from the tree of life (Gen. 3:22).   Because of his sin, all mankind was put under the control of the spirit of disobedience. That is the very nature of the devil. Men who are born with the spirit of disobedience are very deceitful. They never want to submit to God. However, they pretend to submit to their own idols very religiously because the idols are their own selves. We can see many obedient and loyal believers in other religions.  They follow their gods blindly without holding any grudge against them. However we can see the opposite phenomena in our Christianity.  We can see today more people among church goers who actually hate God and hold a great grudge against Him.  It is, in fact, not an odd but a very natural phenomena because the power of the gospel exposes the spirit of disobedience and the murderous anger against God that has been held deeply inside of people by the devil.  When the word of truth comes upon us, two different reactions occur. On one side, there are people who react with anger because their hidden evil motivations are revealed before God. On the other side, there are people who completely surrender to Him by realizing their wicked sins and repent of them. When the word of truth is misunderstood or incorrectly delivered, the spirit of disobedience in us can be reinforced as Satan makes the most of his chance. We have to understand the spiritual world correctly. Only Satan makes a spiritual war against true Christianity. Through the Spirit of Christ, we can cast out the spirit of insubordination and fill our hearts with the true spirit of submission to God. As our faith is sanctified, we can see that our God fights against the spirit of darkness in us every day. In spite of our continuous failures, God faithfully establishes His new order in us by His filling our hearts with the spirit of submission through the power of the Holy Spirit.  When we truly experience and gradually enjoy the mystery and blessing of submission, our lives will impact our surrounding environment.  We are called to live as salt and light to the world. We will see that many sons and daughters of God who are still living in the spirit of disobedience will come back to Him because of the power of the gospel flowing in us.  Let us be good fighters who spiritually fight against our own darkness first. All the temptations and suffering rising in our lives are the signs that God wants to make us more submissive to His divine will and calling. Let us lift up our hands and surrender to God. Let us have a time of intimacy with God and wait for His perfect help. Those who worship God lifting their hands to Him are the most beautiful Saints in God’s eyes. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:16-17).

The Sign of union with our ‘brother’
‘Brother’(‘adelphos’: ‘a’(union) + ‘delphos’(womb)) means ‘one who unites with others as they both come out of the same mother’s womb.’  The word, ‘womb’ in Hebrews is “racham’ which means ‘to receive mercy,’ or ‘to take compassion on.’ From the worldly perspective, the meaning of ‘brother’ points to one who came out of the same mother’s womb. Because of their blood relationship, they naturally feel mercy toward each other. However, that emotion is not perfect because of their original sinful nature. Man’s merciful feeling is merely one’s self-satisfaction that comes from his sinful flesh. Therefore, that merciful feeling can be changed to the completely opposite feeling at any time. We can see many examples of brothers’ fighting and killing each other by their hatred in the bible as well as in the world (Good examples: Cain and Abel, Esau and Jacob).  "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death” (Mark 13:12). From a spiritual perspective, true brothers are ones who received God’s deep mercifulness. They are not blood-related in the flesh, but spiritually connected in the gospel after they have gained the mind of Christ as their souls were regenerated by the Holy Spirit. 

True brotherhood is made between us though our union with Jesus Christ who makes us holy. Our holiness comes from our experiencing the power of the cross by which our sins are demolished and Gods’ perfect righteousness is put on us.  True sanctification begins with discovering our union with Jesus Christ, our perfect brother.  He is never ashamed of us in spite of our imperfect words and behaviors because God chose to save us and made us Jesus’ brother. He continues to reform us with His abundant grace and mercy until His promise is fulfilled.  Look at those twelve disciples. How many times did they embarrass Jesus and put Him to shame? They always misunderstood His word and fought each other to get a better seat before Him.  Even more, in front of many people, they betrayed Him and ran away. However, Jesus never felt ashamed of them, but always came after them with patience and finally made them wonderful brothers of His who would never be ashamed of Him again.  After Jesus’ death, two disciples were going to a village called Emmaus talking with each other in confusion and disappointment about His death.  To them, He said, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Luke 24:25).  He rebuked their disbelief but also explained to them “what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself” spending many hours in patience and love. (v.27). They felt their hearts burning while Jesus was talking and opening the Scriptures to them. The ‘burning’ experience is caused by the power of the Holy Spirit who comes like a fire. He burned away our sins and breaks down the deception of the devil.  Correctly understanding the word of truth causes our heart to burn.  “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).  
Because of our weaknesses in faith, our God is put to shame many times. We often misunderstand and feel bitter against Him. Sometimes we don’t act boldly as His people and even feel ashamed of our faith in front of many people. However, God is never ashamed of us but always boast of His redemptive work through which we became Jesus’ brother. Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, He makes us overcome the worldly temptations and enjoy deep intimacy with our perfect brother Jesus. “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,  29 for our "God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:28-29). 

Why are we ashamed sometimes of our faith in the gospel? It is because of the mystery of suffering that accompanies the gospel. The gospel never satisfies our lustful pursuit in the world but always denies our worldly desires and dreams.  Without our hearts being filled with God’s grace continuously, we will experience great conflict inside of us with the law of sin by which we have lived for a long time. Although great works of God take place in our lives, we might fall into confusion and feel shame for our faith if we don’t clearly understand His purpose. Why did Jesus’ disciples run away? It is because of their fear and shame that strongly held their minds. It is obvious for them to feel that way because all the worldly values they pursued were being taken away and all the blame was coming upon them. We feel the same way when our firm standards and reliable values are broken down by the gospel.  As our faith grows up, we have to understand the suffering of the cross more correctly and get ready to bear the work of God’s kingdom by faith. God will put off our worldly clothes more and more. He will allow our ‘spiritual’ nakedness before people so we might feel more shame from our changes through the gospel for the time being. However, we will surely know that every incident is God’s perfect provision and understand that God reveals His power to us in the midst of our weaknesses. We shouldn’t be embarrassed at the moment of our being put to shame but pray to realize the work of the cross upon our lives more clearly.  “However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name” (1 Peter 4:16). 


Let us correctly understand how the grace of the cross works in our lives. Why is Jesus’ suffering important to us? He suffered in order to break down the darkness of the worldly standard and values to which we are bound.  Jesus had to walk the opposite way from which the world pursued at every moment. He had to expose our every sin very concretely. Every sin started from our lustful desire of good and evil.  He completely denied what the world liked, so he received all the contempt and blame from the world. As He walked the way more unwanted by the world, even His disciples couldn’t overcome their fear and shamefulness and finally left Him without even with a word.  Everyone was deceived by the devil and participated in crucifying Jesus either directly or indirectly. Such a choice was the only way they could escape from all the contempt, blame, alienation, and persecution coming from the world. Nonetheless, Jesus constantly loved His people and put Himself to death on the cross in order to put all of their shame, disobedience, and fear to death and put His holy cloth on them.  The devil continues to deceive us, getting us  to wear the fancy cloth of the world. Satan puts us to shame when our weakness is revealed. However, the power of the gospel transforms our shame into new assurance and confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ. . 

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil--  15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death” (vv.14-15)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our Lord Jesus commanded us to walk the same path He walked (Luke 9:23). The way of the cross looks foolish to the world. The gospel reveals God’s secret wisdom that has been hidden and condemns the foolishness of the fancy wisdom of the world. So, without God’s given faith, it is very uncomfortable for us to hear the message about His wisdom (1 Cor. 2:7). As we try to walk the path our brother Jesus walked, the world will point their fingers at us with all of their contempt. However, we shouldn’t be discouraged but try harder to fulfill His divine mission wisely, especially at the moment that we feel we will be put to shame. . “ So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God (.2 Tim. 1:8).  We need to put much more effort in living our lives in union with our brother Jesus and follow His example as we become His own brothers. What is the true image of our brotherly life?  Jesus is the only true source of our strength. We experience this truth when we are weak.  “But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.  10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). .The work of darkness won’t be broken down when our blood and flesh become strong. The devil will let go of those who are slaves in sin when they hold solely onto the power of Christ during the time of their weaknesses.  . 

“For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.  18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted” (vv.17-19)

When we face great temptations in the world, we should overcome them by learning how Jesus overcame His temptations and make them our opportunity for our spiritual growth. Simply overcoming our problems is not our main goal. There is a reason why God allows those temptations in our lives. During the time of temptation and hardship, we should find more spiritual reality in our Lord Jesus Christ who became our true brother and learn to live the same way that our prefect brother demonstrated. We should realize the spiritual law of the gospel by seeing how Jesus faces all of the temptations that come from the devil. For example, the devil entered into the mind of Judas and used him as a pawn to kill Jesus. Jesus already knew all the plans Judas made. However, He told Judas, “What you are about to do, do quickly” (John 13:27). Definitely Jesus could stop him and break down the devil’s scheme. But that wasn’t the intent of God.  Through this opportunity, God planned to expose all the wicked scheme of the devil to the world. Those devil followers couldn’t hide but would come to reveal their true image to the world through this event. They had all hidden motives deep in their hearts. They didn’t like God from the beginning,. They in fact, wanted to resist and even kill God if they could. Jesus’ suffering and crucifixion wasn’t purposed only for the believers’ salvation but also for the judgment against all the wicked people in the world. "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind” (John 9:39). God didn’t promise that He will solve our problems quickly when temptations come. He promised to help us discern the work of the devil and accomplish God’s mission in the midst of our temptations through the word of truth and prayer. Leaving the work of the devil intact without any interference is not losing our race at all, although it seems to be. Through temptations, some will be led to fall into the deep darkness but others will hold onto God’s grace alone and experience the perfection of our brother Jesus Christ. Temptations play an important role to distinguish the real from the fake.
 
Conclusion
Let us continue to meditate upon the life of our brother Jesus Christ and live a life united with our perfect brother.  When we face embarrassment and feel shame due to our faith in the gospel, let us give thanksgiving to God and hold onto His power more strongly.  Let us also walk the path of the cross more boldly.  Our mission is not easy. Until He comes back, our faith will be sanctified through wearing God’s divine garment over our nakedness.  Jesus walked the path of truth. And He leads us to follow the same path by accompanying His presence as our own brother.
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