Title: “The Mystery and Blessing of Submission”
Text: Hebrews 2:5-10

5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking.  6 But there is a place where someone has testified: "What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?  7 You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor  8 and put everything under his feet." In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him.  9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.


Summary from last week (#5)

God’s saints must very wisely discern the changing pattern of the world. The world is not getting more peaceful and purified but more dangerous and polluted. Not only they do evil but also they build the world very humanistically with their own good beliefs and standards.  Men make themselves more the center of the world. Men’s ideologies and achievement are honored and worshiped as idols. What is the real problem in the world? It is obvious that nonbelievers and religious people can only bear nothing but the evil fruit to God’s eyes. But those who call themselves ‘Christians’ accept and adopt the worldly values without discernment and even use them to expand their ministries. Without truly realizing and experiencing the nature of God’s perfect love revealed through Christ, one can easily misunderstand that Christian belief and ideology are very narrow-minded. Other religious beliefs and human ideologies seem to be more tolerant as they accommodate each other’s views with opening hearts. Today, many famous Christian leaders actively get involved in the world religious union movement. The nature of the gospel has been corrupted by those who mix their humanistic ideas with the pure gospel. The first responsibility of the world’s corruption belongs to the church. 

From God’s perspective, only Christians can play a role of ‘salt’ and ‘light’ in the world. But when they lose their unique taste as Christians, the world will become more corrupted. "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  14 "You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house” (Matthew 5:13-15). If we vaguely preach the gospel, those generations who hear the obscured message of the gospel from us will make this world more corrupted when they grow up. Making the gospel vaguer will make them hate the true gospel. If we mimic the love of God, the generation who experience our false love will resist the true love of God later. The gospel won’t be deceived by us. If we deceive the gospel, the gospel will judge us. All of our false humbleness, false meekness, false mercifulness, and false love that may have filled our hearts must be demolished by the power of God. Through God’s continuous test and training in our wilderness life, we can truly realize and demonstrate His perfect love. We shouldn’t hear the gospel vaguely, preach the gospel partially, and imitate the gospel mixing with our humanistic ideas. If we do so, Satan will continually deceive us and makes all of our hard labor for the church actually prevent God’s divine plan.  

God’s saints must spiritually fight against their own flesh.  Is the gospel truly taking root as the true gospel in us?  Are we seriously wrestling to realize truth? Truth will surely set us free from the bondage of darkness. “To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  33 They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?"  34 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:31-36). This gospel message can make us blinder if we don’t try hard enough to understand its intended message but misinterpret it to please our lustful desire.  When we put our greatest effort to grasp the true meaning of God’s message, we will find ourselves free from the captivity of our sin and healed from our blindness.  Knowing the true gospel means discovering, uniting with, and surrendering to Christ’s mind, standard, and will.

True meaning of ‘Subordination’
Why is this generation getting more corrupted? Instead of trusting and obeying, people hate and disobey each other more every day. People are having more evil intention to harm others. We can see the law of our society getting more reinforced to control the constant violence of people. It is because of the sinful nature with which everyone is born. It is the lustful desire of god and evil. This sinful nature tempts us to disobey higher authorities and put others under our control.  It is the same as the inclination of the original sin as shown in Genesis 3.  Inside of our deep consciousness, there is such huge hatred toward God since Adam disobeyed God’s command and got punished as a result.  Mankind has an evil tendency to fight constantly until he gets the highest seat on the top of the ladder. They pretend to obey others for a while because they fear their stronger power, and yet they can betray and kill them at any time once they feel they are stronger.  This is the nature of evil darkness to which everyone is bound. As a result, everyone will be thrown into the lake of fire for eternity at the end by God’s judgment. 

The True meaning of ‘put in subjection’ or ‘subordination’ (hupotasso) means ‘to get into the arrangement of God’s predestined order and provision and participate in them.’  Of course, without knowing the mystery of Christ, one can never understand the order of God and obey His rule. All mankind who is spiritually born in chaos and confusion has no choice but to fight in order to set up their own rules according to their lustful desire.  To elevate their authority and power, they begin to make various idols and religiously pretend to submit to them. They need a tool to justify their evil deeds and establish their own righteousness.  “For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge.  3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness” (Romans 10:2-3). This is the reality of all religions and the hidden intention of the idol worshiper. All religions always obstruct and resist the way of the gospel.  

“But there is a place where someone has testified: "What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?  7 You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor  8 and put everything under his feet." In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him”  (vv. 6-8절: Psalm 8:4). 

In spite of men’s evil resistance and opposition to God, God ‘remembers’ (‘zakar’: to remember, to become a man, to be accepted as a bride of Christ) them, and ‘cares for’(‘pakad’: to visit, punish, or establish) ‘the son of man’ (symbolizing God’s chosen descendants, or Jesus Christ).  What should be done when a son has no power to correctly understand and obey but always disobey his own father? The father has to directly handle the issue. He has to demolish the wicked nature holding his son in thrall and recreate a new mind in him so that he can joyfully obey his father. That is the message of the gospel. God the Son came in the flesh and did all the work necessary for us to become a new creation. He sacrificed Himself on the cross, sent the Spirit of His resurrection to His people, and accepted them as God’s children. Christ Jesus was the ‘the Son of Man’ who perfectly demonstrated the role as God’s perfect son on earth. Through His Spirit who now dwells in us, we can stand in the line of ‘the son of man’ in God’s eyes. God’s saints shouldn’t be lazy to train themselves in order to live as brides of Christ while living on earth. God will continuously pour out His Spirit on us to awaken our spirit so that we can obey His new order and divine will.  He will discipline us and increase our faith to bear our own cross through a life of self-denial.   To live as ‘a son of man’ who unites with heavenly will, God will make us walk the same path through which our forefathers walked and had to overcome the trials of by faith. 

Why was Jesus Christ, God the Son, made a little lower than the angels for a while and going through so much suffering and hardship for men? That is the mystery of the gospel. Without God’s grace, one can never correctly understand why Christ Jesus had to suffer so much for us.   “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:3-4). Men can never ever put themselves willingly and voluntarily in subjection to God.  Every man is born with a very wicked nature with which he always resists God even if he sees Him.  People definitely saw God’s many miracles demonstrated by Jesus and overwhelmingly received God’s heavenly message through Jesus. Yet they crucified Jesus Christ at the end because they could not truly understand God’s message. They couldn’t subordinate themselves to God’s will with their own strength. Men have a very wicked nature within them by which they try to gather their own evil power to even make God subordinate to them. In order to save us from such evil darkness, Jesus Christ had to suffer so much for us and finally He dragged all of our sins to the cross and demolished them all there through His death.  As a result, we became completely free from the chain of disobedience and insubordination. 


. 

After Jesus died and was resurrected, God crowned Him with glory and honor and put everything under His feet. As a result, “in putting everything under Him, God left nothing that is not subject to Him” (v.8). However, we don’t really see this happening today. Instead, everything in the world gets more rotten, and everyone resists God more than before. We have to correctly understand how all things will be put in subjection to Him. First, when the spirit of Christ (perfect obedience) came upon those who were chosen by God’s grace, the power of darkness (disobedience) was broken and as a result, they could gain the life of perfect submission to God. In other words, they were incorporated into God’s new order in which they can clearly know His divine will and provision and enjoy their new authority and power to obey God’s will.  If we don’t receive this amazing grace of salvation, we have no choice but to always stand on the other side of God and resist His will all the time. God promised that He would harshly punish those who do so like ‘chaff’ and ‘weeds’ at the end.  “His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:12).   “Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn” (Matthew 13:30). Without understanding the word of truth revealed through Christ, no one can genuinely obey and submit to His will, but will always resist God’s new order and sovereignty. Those who are not subject to Christ will be thrown into eternal judgment.  In order to put everything under the feet of Christ, God will judge and punish all who are under the spirit of disobedience. 

How great is the blessing of God poured upon His people?  Our lives become renewed every day through the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit.  God faithfully establishes our lives upon the word of truth in Christ. We have to carefully discern the work of God as well as the work of the devil every day.  In the midst of chaos and confusion, we must find God’s amazing provision by which our lives are arranged more concretely according to His divine will. We shouldn’t be tempted to follow those false words and deeds issued by the spirit of disobedience.  We need to exercise our power given through Christ and make ourselves submit to God’s will every day.  “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  6 And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete” (2 Corinthians 10:4-6 ).   
True obedience desired by God can’t be exercised without His permission. It is the great blessing that only God’s saints can demonstrate through the grace of Christ.  In Christ, we can first recognize the sinful nature of our disobedience, but we can also see the power of God in us which enables us to overcome our disobedience and walk toward God’s perfect order.  When we stand in the order of God’s provision, we can experience true hope, peace, and rest. We don’t need to fight to make others obey our rules. Only by the power of the gospel, can our fundamental problem of disobedience be perfectly conquered.  Everyone first needs to hear the gospel and experience the power of transformation that changes his disobedience to perfect obedience. Therefore, let us fight first with our own sinful nature of disobedience with the power of the gospel. Understanding and experiencing the true obedience demonstrated by Jesus, let us continue to preach and share the truth of life with our beloved families and neighbors who are still under the spirit of disobedience. When the power of the Holy Spirit works upon them, the darkness of disobedience will be crumbled down in the same way that He already worked upon us before. “In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering” (v.10).  All the suffering of God’s saints is the divine timetable that disciplines us to obey His will prepared for us.  ‘Suffering’ made our ‘author of salvation’ perfect. In the same way, ‘suffering’ transforms us to accept the minds of Christ and even more, open the door of salvation for others.  When we faithfully stand in the perfect order of God, our surrounding circumstances will be changed. When the power of the Holy Spirit is fully present in our lives, all the darkness of disobedience will be crumbed down, and ‘many sons’ of disobedience will be brought to God’s glory.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]God’s saints must correctly realize and experience the true obedience demonstrated by Christ.  Obeying God’s will is one of the greatest blessings. However, if we try to obey Him with our own righteousness, our faith will be turned into a religious belief.  The more we realize the mystery of Christ, the more we will naturally experience God’s sovereignty and enjoy the blessing of obedience to Him. Let us keep praying in the word of truth. Through prayer, let us be occupied with the word of truth. Let us grow up as wonderful children of God who can put all things under His feet. 
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