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We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.  2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment,  3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him.  4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

Summary from last week (#4)
The greatest blessing given to God’s saints is worship. Worship is a spiritual encounter with our Lord who is unchanging. It is also a time of having deep intimacy with God the Father who gave us true life. The perfect heading and restoration come from our continuous fellowship with our unchanging God.  Most people do not know how much they’ve been spoiled and twisted in sin.  They just live hard as slaves to sin until their life ends.  However, God’s people realized the reality of sin through the grace of Christ and furthermore they participated in sharing Gods’ perfect righteousness with others. Through our perfect mediator, Jesus Christ, we became the beloved children of the unchanging God the Father. 

Our minds get sick as time passes. Because we hear wicked and lifeless words of men constantly, our souls are suppressed and rotten. We are deeply occupied with thoughts that fulfill our own desire and satisfaction all the time. Our minds become narrower and more selfish, and get caught in fear and delusion. This is the reality of the human beings who are bound to sinful darkness. However, when the Holy Spirit comes upon God’s people, a great transformation takes place. No matter how dark the world is around us, our minds are always under the control of God who takes hold of all things. We begin to live bearing God’s eyes and minds toward the world. The world keeps changing wickedly, but we begin to more clearly see God’s unchanging hope and vision and also embrace our neighbors with God’s steadfast love and patience. The mission of God’s saints is as follows: to eagerly learn the word of truth, to deeply enjoy the depth of truth, and to boldly preach the truth of the gospel. “We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.  3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,  5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-5).

Do not ignore the great salvation given to us by God’s grace
The most important mission entrusted to God’s saints is to “pay more careful attention(‘prosecho’: to hold to, to eagerly follow) to what we have heard” so that the word of truth does not drift away (v.1).  God already gave ‘good soil’ to His people so that they can bear good fruit a hundred times over with the seed of His life (Luke 13:1-23).  However, there are still leftovers like ‘along the path,’ ‘in rocky places,’ and ‘the thorns’ in our hearts. They are the parts of the dead souls that can’t bear life when the seed of life falls upon them. They are the field that is filled with the worldly desire, fear, earthly standard, and wickedness. When God’s saints do not realize correctly their changes in Christ and keep themselves awake spiritually, the word of truth will drift away from us. The bigger problem is that the word of God will easily be misunderstood by us through the deception of Satan, even causing us to resist truth later. Therefore, our church gathering should be centered on learning the word of God and establishing strong fellowship in truth. When the word of God drifts away from us, ‘a different gospel’ and strange ideas will be prevalent inside the church.  “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel--  7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ” (Galatians 1:6-7).  Many temptations and dissensions naturally rise up in the church when the gospel becomes a ‘different gospel.’  Unless we put a great deal of effort into making ourselves rooted deeply in the gospel and bear true fruit in it, a different fruit will always come out very quickly.  That is the fruit of Satan that always causes quarrels and division inside the church. God looks for a genuine servant who wholeheartedly loves His church. To love the church is also to love the word of God. When we try to love His word, the mind of Christ is gained more abundantly. When His mind occupies our souls, our personality begins to change. We become more merciful and want to serve our neighbors in truth. In addition, we want to get involved in the ministry of the word and prayer with strong confidence and conviction because we know very clearly that the gospel is the only solution to solve our spiritual problem. “May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.” (2 Thessalonians 3:5 ) “Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.  7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men” (Ephesians 6:6-7). We are called to be ‘heirs’ of Christ. Our mission is to demonstrate the true fruit of Christ and bring it to our descendants.

“If the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment,  3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him (vv.2-3) 

In verse two, it explains how the word of truth worked upon us. “The message spoke by angels (or God’s messengers)” points to the law and revelations of the Old Testament. They became “binding” (‘bebaios’ : steadfast, firm, secure < ‘basis’: foundation, foot), which means “firm foundation.” Every ‘violation’ (‘parabasis’: insecure foundation) and ‘disobedience’ (‘parakoay’: a hearing amiss) received a just punishment.  Before the law and all the messages delivered by God’s messengers, every false foundation and idol established by men was exposed and punished by God’s justice. What was the real cause of their punishment? Those who received the law and God’s messages only slightly understood His will and carelessly heard His intention. They falsely used the word of God to elevate their own self-righteousness.  They all completely perished because of their ‘insecure foundation’ and careless hearing of God’s word.  Before God’s perfect righteousness, men’s false righteousness was judged. How do we discern a man’s false righteousness? It is determined by one’s attitude of receiving the words of God when they fall upon his soul.  False righteousness makes one think that he can do something for God always.  He uses the word of God thoughtlessly and selfishly to reveal his own righteousness. However, true righteousness does the opposite.  God’s true saints always mourn for His perfect righteousness because they clearly see their own false righteousness in the process of their sanctification. So, they begin to more desperately ask for God’s forgiveness and mercy in order to live their lives according to His perfect will. Just like Jesus mentions in a parable, there are always two kinds of people recognized by God’s eyes: lambs and goats. The lambs are like those righteous people whom God truly accepted in Christ. They are like the five virgins who solely depend upon the power of the Holy Spirit, the two servants to whom God entrusted the five and two talents for them to faithfully preach the word of truth, and the righteous who humble themselves and give glory to God alone for their works. However, the goats do the opposite. They are like the other(foolish) five virgins who trust their own power, the last talent given to a servant who misunderstands his master’s will and does his own thing, and the unrighteous who are arrogant and work for their own glory (Matt. 25).  All humbleness is not true humbleness in God’s eyes. If one doesn’t have grief and desperation for truth and truly repent of his sin with tears, their entire humble act is nothing but false humility. 

As a matter of fact, we were all fake righteous people. Before the grace of the Holy Spirit came upon us, we couldn’t realize the true reality of sin and repent of our sins.  We could never escape from the judgment of the Old Testament. We were all dead in transgressions and sin and doomed to be throwin into the lake of fire (Eph. 2:1, Rev.21:8). However, God sent His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ to us, in order to bear all of our sins and demolish them on the cross. Through the merit of His sacrificial work, we may be born as new creations who wear the garment of God’s perfect righteousness. This is the ‘great (‘telikoutos’: so great a size, such and so great) salvation’ that was testified to continuously and repeatedly by all of the writers in the bible. If we only partially know the word of God, the depth of truth can’t be realized correctly, and as a result, we will naturally neglect the amazing value of it. Then, our negligence will make us inescapable from God’s righteous judgment. If our negligence continues, it proves that we had no faith in Christ from the beginning. Of course, in the process of our sanctification, we might fall into temptation by which we can ignore the word, and yet our deception won’t last long.  “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1 Peter 5:8-9). “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3). 

The whole New Testament reveals the truth about Jesus Christ. However, without God’s great grace, no one can correctly understand the messages of the Old Testament that is filled with the law and commandments of God. Jesus also said that the whole scripture was written about Him. “You diligently study the Scriptures (the Old Testament) because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me” (John 5:39).  Paul also said to Timothy in the same way.  “And how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures (the Old Testament), which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15).  For now, we have much more source material from which to discover this “great salvation,” from both the Old Testament and the New Testament. The partial revelation about Jesus Christ was made known fully after the book of the New Testament was completed. This is the greatest gift ever that was given to God’s saints. We can now fully realize and deeply enjoy the amazing status and authority established for us in Christ. 


“How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him” (v.3)

This great mystery of salvation was first spoken to the apostles through the Lord and was confirmed to us through those who heard him. They are the apostles of Christ. The word, ‘confirm’ (‘bebaioo’: ‘to make firm) means “to establish a firm foundation.” The word of God didn’t’ drift away, but was established as a firm foundation inside of us. It was successfully done through the apostles’ dedicated and sacrificial teaching of the word of God.  For this mission, there were great oppositions that they had to face from every side, politically, culturally, and religiously, yet they overcame them by depending upon the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit.  They literally saw the Lord Jesus who died yet was raised from the dead. They saw the true light and life in the midst of their deep darkness. They must have been greatly overwhelmed by literally seeing and touching the word of truth.  It is very obvious that they could never lightly teach the words of God and randomly pass them over to others.. “This is the one who came by water and blood-- Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.  7 For there are three that testify8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement” (1 John 5:6-8):  In the midst of great opposition and persecution, God poured His power upon them so that they could demonstrate the power of the gospel with many wonders and signs. In that way, the message of the gospel was more powerfully and accurately delivered to many people, and each believer’s faith could be firmly established. 

What is our mission? We have to wisely discern the age in which we are living. Our age is becoming more corrupt and turning to more evil. Each saint of God must strive hard to understand the message of the gospel correctly so that the living word of God will be a firm foundation in his life. Furthermore, each one should grow up in maturity to get involved in the ministry of preaching, teaching, and praying for the gospel. Let us establish our beloved families, neighbors, and communities in truth. 


Conclusion
Everything has been changed and keeps changing, into more evil ways. However, the word of God has never changed since the beginning of creation. By holding His own life as a secure deposit, God passed on this ‘great salvation’ to us. Therefore, each saint of God has a divine mission.  We must strive daily to realize the mystery of God’s great salvation more accurately and pass it over to our descendants as the greatest gift of their lives. Let us grow up as God’s precious servants who truly love the word of God and serve God’s church wholeheartedly. Let us take heed of our forefather’s earnest request. 
 “Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  23 Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.  24 And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.  25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth,  26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will” (2 Timothy 2:22-26). 
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