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Text: Hebrews 1:4-14  (#4)

4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father"? Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?  6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him."  7 In speaking of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire."  8 But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.  9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy."  10 He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.  11 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment.  12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end."  13 To which of the angels did God ever say, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"?  14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?  

Summary from last week (#3)
Many people are living very hard as if they are seized by something. ‘Something’ can be an individual’s good or bad hobbies, talents, passions, and goals. Their whole minds and bodies are into something else because they feel great satisfaction and happiness in their flesh from them. However, these obsessions soon become addictive and cause the individual to fall into various mental illnesses. Living their whole life for their own self-accomplishment, self-gratification, and self-superiority, people always fall into the way of destruction at the end.  Their lifestyles are all symptoms of death due to their sinful nature. However, God’s saints came out of that darkness and were recreated as His ‘only begotten sons.’ Therefore, those who have the Spirit of sonship must fight a spiritual warfare so that the word of truth may take hold of their souls. “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great patience and careful instruction” (2 Timothy 4:1-2).  The life of God’s saints will truly be sanctified when they are taken hold of by the word of God.  What is the spiritual law? Christ is taking hold of all things, so that when one comes into the order set up by His power, true healing and restoration will take place in his life. When one stands outside of his rule, his soul will be filled with chaos, confusion, and deep darkness. Many people who are very smart are spiritually ignorant. They think what they see and hear are everything and the only truth. They don’t know their souls are captured by the darkness of Satan and that they live as slaves of the devil.  The more we discover the word of truth, the more we find the new status and amazing authority that are already given to us in Christ. The life and light of Christ takes hold of our souls and bodies guiding our faith to stand against the power of. “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).  The word, ‘submit’(hupottaso) means “to arrange one’s life under God’s determined will and provision.” To do so, one must correctly understand the word of Christ who takes hold of all things. Our correct understanding of truth will lead us to discern the power of darkness and enable us to bring ourselves into submission to God’s plan.

Our Lord Christ is Superior to Angels
Many Jews, even Christians, worshiped angels. They believed that God is a holy spirit whereas man is too sinful and made of flesh, so angels play a role of mediation between them.  Such ideology also prevailed in the church of Colossae. Paul rebuked their false belief in his letter. “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions” (Col. 2:18). They considered a belief of not allowing themselves to directly worship God as a mark of humbleness. So, they condemned the arrogance of Christians who thought they could worship God as their own Father enjoying freedom from the law and rites.  Worshiping angels is idol worship.  One surely needs a mediator when he thinks that God is far away from his presence. He needs a sort of shaman who can please and soothe the fearful God for him.  As a result, he naturally begins to worship those who play like shamans (many heretics, shamanistic pastors, the pope, etc.).  They are always boastful of their many performances exercised before their gods and try to cover their lives with false humbleness. 

There obviously needs a ‘mediator’ between the invisible God and sinful man. However, an angel can never be our mediator. Angels are also God’s creatures. They are not perfect and also able to sin. They can’t perfectly represent God the creator. Worshiping angels is the same as idol worship. Our perfect mediator is only one Person, Jesus Christ who came down to earth. He appeared to us as the visible God. He perfectly delivered the will of God the Father and accomplished His will. Through Him, His people are recreated as ‘only begotten sons’ who can access God the Father freely and confidently. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim.2:5).  The only True mediator should be God Himself who comes to us in human form in order to save us from our sins and recreate us as His only begotten sons. Through the death and resurrection of Christ who is our one and only mediator, God’s righteousness can be satisfied perfectly and our unrighteousness can be perfectly cleansed.  “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance-- now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant” (Heb. 9:15). Our perfect mediator came and demolished the wall of hostility between God and His people. As a result, without any help from a mediator, God’s people can now boldly have access to Him at any time because they became ‘partakers of His divine nature’ through Christ.

The writer of Hebrews quoted many verses from the Old Testament in today’s text in order to compare Jesus’ superiority to that of angels. Angels were God’s messengers as shown in many places of the Old Testament. They protected people (Gen.24:7, Psalm 91:11), punished people (2 Sam. 24:16, Psalm 78;49), were recognized as God’s servant and army (Josh.5;14, 1King 22;19, Hos.12:6), and sometime, were considered as God’s manifestation Himself (Gen.16:10, Exo.3:2-14). They can be recognized as a higher figure than men. However, they were merely used as God’s messengers in order to serve God’s elected people for the fulfillment of Gods’ redemption. “He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants” (Psalm 104:4). “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?”(Heb. 1:14).  Angels are spiritual beings, but their position is lower than God’s people who are made as His sons through the Spirit of Christ. “Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!” ( Cor.6:3). “It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels ‘long to look’ (‘desperately desire to stoop to a thing in order to look at it’) into these things” (1 Peter 1:12). The mystery of salvation revealed to God’s saints is too marvelous. We became the envy of God’s angels. The ‘Spirit of sonship’ is not granted to just anyone. In the midst of God’s elaborate plans and predestined providence, God’s entire corps of angles is mobilized to fulfill His redemptive work.  Angels were created to do God’s errands for the sake of our salvation. 

Who is the Lord Christ? He is God’s ‘only begotten Son.’ He has the same essence as God the Father, yet He is a different person. "You are my Son; today I have become your Father" (Psalm 2:7/ 89:26). No one among angels has the same nature and union with God the Father. He also became our ‘Lord.’ "Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom” (Psalm 45:6). God the Father called God the Son, “O God.” "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands” (v.10). Jesus was the ‘Lord’ from the beginning with God the Father. The word, ‘Lord’ is the same as “Jehovah” in Hebrews. It describes God as One who passes His word of life over His beloved people and has them possess it.”  The Lord God continually revealed His covenant for our redemption through the mouth of His prophets in various ways, and then, finally He fulfilled His promise by sending His ‘only begotten Son’ at His appointed time. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God sent His Spirit to us in order to establish His people as God’s temple that is filled with His life and truth. When we confess that Jesus is our Lord, it means that His life and truth belong to us.  We spiritually became related by blood. God doesn’t become our ‘Lord’ just through our diligent service to Him. First, we must correctly understand the mystery of the gospel through the grace of God. When we realize the word of truth more clearly, the amazing mystery of the gospel truly manifests itself to us and naturally makes us serve Him as our ‘Lord.’

We must realize that the object of our true worship is God the Father alone. With the Spirit of ‘sonship,’ we worship God in spirit and truth and deeply enjoy intimacy with Him.  Satan, the spirit of delusion, always tempts us. That is the spirit of the anti-Christ. The god that people worship with that false spirit is not the same God we worship although all the forms look alike in many ways. Satan deceives us presenting himself as another mediator for us to approach God. He disguises himself as a bright angel. “And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve” (2 Corinthians 11:14-15).  If we know Jesus Christ only slightly, we can never satisfy Him as our Lord, but we will easily be drawn to a strange spirit of delusion later. God never works indirectly at a distance from us. In fact, He works very directly and realistically in the lives of His beloved people through the power of the Holy Spirit so that we may joyfully and intimately worship Him as Our Lord. 

Our God is unchanging
“You remain the same, and Your years will never end” (v.12). Why do people’s souls keep declining, spoiling, and getting ill? Why do people suffering mentally and spiritually? It is because they didn’t meet the Lord Jesus who is unchanging. They tried hard to serve their own gods, yet they continually changed their gods in an unpredictable and unsettled manner. It is because those gods are, in fact, themselves. Let us imagine when we live with people who are always changeable and very stubborn. Our minds and bodies will be sickened. Eventually, the fundamental reason of our mental sickness comes from our separation from God. No one is free from this spiritual problem. The perfect solution for our healing is our return to God who is unchanging. “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows” (James 1:17).  “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers 23:19).  True reformation will take place when we truly encounter Jesus Christ and accept Him as our ‘Lord.’ When we keep breathing in the living word of God, true healing and restoration will occur in our lives. In the gospel, our capricious character will begin to transform to be like God’s steadfast personality. Furthermore, we will begin to discern the true and false words of God more clearly. We will also impact others with God’s steadfast love. 

Conclusion
Realizing and enjoying the mystery of the gospel is not living a religious life. If we truly keep realizing the mystery of Jesus Christ through reading and studying the bible, amazing reformation will take place in our lives. On the contrary, if we only slightly know Jesus and religiously serve God, our faith will turn into an ideology of the anti-Christ and many heretical ideas. Our souls and bodies will gradually fall into deeper darkness. Let us correctly realize and experience the superiority of Jesus. Worshiping God in spirit and truth is the greatest blessing that we can ever achieve. Let us, unpredictable and unsettled beings, draw nearer to God who never changes.  God will bring us into His light out of our darkness. Only power of the gospel can put the stormy wind that is rising in our lives to sleep and bring true transformation in our families and communities. “Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth” (Hosea 6:3).  

1

