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Acts 28:1-10  Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta.  2 The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold.  3 Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand.  4 When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, "This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live."  5 But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects.  6 The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead, but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god.  7 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to his home and for three days entertained us hospitably.  8 His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him.  9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured.  10 They honored us in many ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed.

Summary from last week (#66)
God’s saints who received His special grace are the most precious evangelists of the Gospel in His eyes. They gained the life of Christ and accepted Him in the center of their hearts. As a result, they became the living tree united with Christ which can bear the fruit of life.  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:1-5).  Without their union with Christ, men can never bear good fruit because of their lustful desire of good and evil by which they will be put to eternal death (“surely die” – Gen.2:7).  Most people delude themselves into thinking that they are the captain of their voyage and so run their race hard without knowing their driving ship has been placed in the midst of the cursed sea. When a gale comes, their fake reality reveals itself. What is true reality? The center of all things is Christ. The saints who are united with Christ are the true captain of the voyage in God’s eyes. To save those elected for God’s salvation from the sea of death, God sends his evangelists of the gospel to get aboard ship with them. The main reason for the existence of God’s saints on earth is to be the captain of the voyage for the sake of saving our family, neighbors, and all others at His appointed time. To save those covenanted people of God who fall into fear and anger in the midst of the cursed sea, the evangelists of the gospel have to take the dangerous voyages with them.  When the projected time of a gale comes, the message of the gospel is proclaimed through the mouth of an evangelist to reveal God’s will for them. God’s saints should have patience to wait for the right time appointed by God while they care for people surrounding them. We should continue to build our spirituality in word and prayer in order to deliver the right message to those prepared by God when the time of salvation comes.  The church is the place where God’s saints should comfort and encourage one another to harvest this fruit together. “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25).  God’s eyes are only fixed upon His saints who are evangelists of the gospel.  He is concerned of His church only and reign over all things for His church.

“Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta.  2 The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold” (vv.1-2)
After the ship was wrecked, Paul with all those aboard the ship landed an island called, “Melita: “honey-sweet”> Malta”). The island is located about 100 kilometers south of Cilicia, the southern part of Rome.  They are welcomed by the “islanders” (‘barbaros’: barbarian) who can’t speak in Greek. At that time, people who couldn’t speak in Greek were considered to be ‘barbarians.’ Spiritually speaking, they were people who did not know the truth of the gospel. Paul called those who speak in tongue yet can’t understand its meaning “barbarian.”  “If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and he is a foreigner to me.  12 So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church” (1 Corinthians 14:11-12).  

Paul’s journey is as similar to that of as Moses as he led the people of Israel to the land of Canaan, “a land flowing with milk and honey.”  Canaan is the Promised Land. The ‘two hundred seventy six’ people who realized the gospel in the midst of a violent storm finally reached a land where ‘barbarians’ who never heard the gospel message lived. After the forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the old things of Israel were destroyed, but new things were created in order to enter into the Promised Land. Canaan symbolizes an antitype of heaven as well as ground for God’s saints to be sanctified on through spiritual warfare. While they live on earth God’s saints who already live in the presence of heaven have to exercise their new authority by faith every day. They are called to preach the message of the gospel and cast out the darkness of Hades through the power of Christ given to them.  The land of Canaan is the heavenly place where God’s people enjoy eating the living word that is like honey, but also a wilderness where they have to keep sharing their sweet gospel with others. “So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, "Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey."  10 I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour” (Revelation 10:9-10).  God always leads His people in this way. Where I stand today is the Promised Land.  We have to keep eating the word of truth and sharing the bread of life with ‘barbarians’ (those who have never heard or can’t realize truth) in love and patience because we are ‘the captain of the voyage’ in God’s eyes.  Both the joy of salvation and the suffering of the wilderness always accompany the journey of Saint’s life.


“Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand.  4 When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, "This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live."  5 But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects” (vv.3-5)

The islanders very kindly welcome and take care of Paul and his party who became so weary and tired from their trail. In the mean time, when Paul tries to put a pile of brushwood on the fire, a viper comes out of the heat and ‘fastens’ on his hand.  This island is a field of darkness that has been held by the power of Satan.  “You used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient” (Eph.2:2). The devils can’t be quiet because an evangelist of the gospel came into their territory. The word, “fasten’(kathapto) means “to lay hold of or to bind on.” The viper tries to bind the hands and feet of an evangelist so that the light of the gospel can’t be spread. Therefore, God’s saints should always arm themselves in word and prayer to protect themselves from the devil’s attack.  We need to build up more of a spiritual fellowship among believers to establish each other as true evangelists.  “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1 Peter 5:8-9).  From a spiritual point of view, “a viper” symbolizes all the words and behaviors that are based on our lustful desire of good and evil with which we have to always see and hear. The darkness of all legalistic, mystical, and religious works always tries to bind us into untruth and throw us into confusion. We should spend our time defending our faith and keeping the new mind of Christ within us to carry on God’s mission faithfully.   

When the islanders saw the viper hanging on Paul, they consider him to be a ‘murderer’ who was barely saved, yet must be put to death eventually because of the judgment of justice.  They religiously judged Paul outwardly, yet their reasoning isn’t wrong at all based on the gospel’s perspective as well.  We were all ‘murderers’ from the beginning and will be put to eternal death by the justice of God. The law of God will judge and condemn us by revealing all the charges of our crimes as ‘murderers’ before God. Then, we will be thrown into the lake of fire at the end.  “You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  35 The good (‘agathos’: the goodness of God, the truth of the gospel) man brings good things (the treasure of truth) out of the good stored up in him, and the evil(‘poneros’: legalistic labor) man brings evil things (the treasure of the lustful desire of good and evil) out of the evil stored up in him.  36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:34-37). 

However, the islanders see an amazing miracle. They thought the evangelist of the gospel would soon fall dead, but they see that no harm comes to him.  So, they regard him as a ‘god.’ Paul shakes (‘apotinasso’: see Luke 9:5: Jesus’ disciples shake off the dust(< to whitewash)- off the wild beast into the fire.  The viper points to the “Pharisees” and “scribes” whom Jesus called “whitewashed tombs.” (Matt.23:27). The vipers gathered their power and nailed Jesus on the cross. Yet, Jesus was raised from the dead and condemned them to eternal death. He promised they would be thrown into the lake of fire eternally (Rev.20:14). However, in order to save His chosen people among the vipers, He allowed Himself to be put to death and covered all of their iniquities and transgressions with His unconditional grace through His death. Therefore, if anyone knows that he is a viper who killed Jesus, to gain salvation he must come to repent his sin and accept Jesus ad his savior and Lord.  When we are recreated through Jesus’ death and resurrection, any viper can’t bite and ‘harm’(‘kakos’: a condition that one can’t bear goodness of God, but only evil) us anymore.  In Christ, we already overcame the power of Hades(darkness) and became a new creation who can’t stop bearing the true fruit of life.  What was the promise of Jesus given to His disciples before His ascension to heaven? “And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues;  18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well” (Mark 16:17-18).  God’s saints should strive to grow up as true disciples who can carry on the work of evangelism and the mission entrusted to us by Jesus. We should be able to cast out “demons”(false spirit and untruthful words), to speak in “new tongues”(truthful sound, the gospel message), to lift up (‘airo’: take up) “snakes” (captives to the devil), to break down obstruction even though we drink deadly poison (spiritual attack, evil words and deeds), and to lay (‘epitithemi’: stand upright and placed in God’s order) our hands on sick people to heal them (a condition to bear perfectly good fruit of God). This is the “divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4) that naturally comes out through the faith of those who truly believe in the gospel. The life-giving fruit is being born through the life of an evangelist who enjoys his union with Christ.  God recreates us every day with the power of His Spirit to carry on the divine work of Christ. 

“There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to his home and for three days entertained us hospitably.  8 His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him.  9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured” (vv.7-9)

After the miraculous incident, Paul is welcomed and entertained courteously by the chief official of the island, Publius, for three days. Later God uses Paul to bring healing upon many sick people on this island. The father of Publius and many sick people get healed miraculously through the prayer of Paul.  Again, through an evangelist of the gospel, the whole island’s people experience great healing and restoration. Although their salvation is not recorded here, we can see that the work of recreation greatly taking place in the life of the islanders who sat in darkness through one person who possesses the light of the gospel. God continuously trains His people to fulfill the promise of His salvation reserved for others until the end. 

Conclusion

What are the signs that accompany those who believe in Christ? The Holy Spirit unites us with Christ more closely everyday and trains us to receive the new mind of Christ so that we can live our lives as the captain of the voyage in order to bring His salvation as well as healing and restoration to the lives of others.  As we are sanctified more every day, we can discern the fields that are caught in darkness, and our hearts will be filled with consuming passion to preach and teach the gospel message. Nothing can bring us back to the old ways of life.  Darkness can’t overcome the life of Christ in us.  Let us enjoy the new creation God already brought into our lives and build together the true community of the gospel in God’s grace and love. “You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;  23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds;  24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24).
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