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Text: Acts 27:13-26 (#65)

Acts 27:13-26  13 When a gentle south wind began to blow, they thought they had obtained what they wanted; so they weighed anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete.  14 Before very long, a wind of hurricane force, called the "northeaster," swept down from the island.  15 The ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave way to it and were driven along.  16 As we passed to the lee of a small island called Cauda, we were hardly able to make the lifeboat secure.  17 When the men had hoisted it aboard, they passed ropes under the ship itself to hold it together. Fearing that they would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor and let the ship be driven along.  18 We took such a violent battering from the storm that the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard.  19 On the third day, they threw the ship's tackle overboard with their own hands.  20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved.  21 After the men had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them and said: "Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss.  22 But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed.  23 Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood beside me  24 and said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.'  25 So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.  26 Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island."

Summary from last week (#64)
The core message that was entrusted to Paul by God was about ‘repentance.’ Paul had to deliver God’s message, “repent and do works worthy of repentance.” ‘Repentance’ begins with realizing the true nature of our beings; we are sinners who always run toward our own self-gratification, living as independent beings apart from His life. However, God’s amazing grace changed the direction of our wicked step and made us walk toward God by uniting us with Christ. In order to turn around our wicked desire of good and evil, God intentionally drives us into a certain situation that makes us feel ‘sorrow’(‘lupeo’: uneasy, sadness, grief). In the midst of our grief, we will be brought into God’s life through repentance. “Yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us.  10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death” (2 Corinthians 7:9-10).  During our sorrowful moment which brings us to the point of death, we will find a turning point toward our new life in Christ.  We begin to realize the reality of our strong bondage to the original sin (Gen.3 account), yet enjoy God’s abundant grace which forgives our sins through the death of Christ. Furthermore, as much as we find more of our union with the resurrected Christ, we find ourselves not driven to the old lustful desire but more to the new nature recreated in Him. In the new nature, we will begin to see light and darkness as one. For example, the object of our fear will turn out to be a good means of discovering God’s hidden treasure prepared for us. This is the ‘works worthy of repentance.’ Many times we try to repent of our sins, yet we still go back to our old way and remain in sinful life.  The grace of salvation comes upon us with heavenly forgiveness and freedom.  If we truly saw the reality of our deep darkness even once, we wouldn’t go back to our old ways. We can see that our darkness in the past becomes a platform of blessing for others. We won’t be afraid of the same type of darkness anymore, but will embrace it with God’s mercy and love.   This is what it means to discover a treasure of heaven in the midst of our darkness. God wants us to be deliverers of the cross who can discern the lies and clearly speak the word of truth. 

13 When a gentle south wind began to blow, they thought they had obtained what they wanted; so they weighed anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete.  14 Before very long, a wind of hurricane force, called the "northeaster," swept down from the island.  
After the trial before King Agrippa, Paul gets aboard a ship heading to Rome in order to receive a trial again before the Caesar of Rome.    About “two hundred and seventy-six’ persons including a centurion, prisoners, and the pilot of the ship were put on board the ship (v.37). However, their sailing soon becomes dangerous because it was after the Fast of the Jews, which is around October. It is the storm season during which Rome prohibits a sea voyage. Although Paul warns against the continuance of their impractical plan, the pilot and a centurion “thought they had obtained what they wanted” after seeing “a gentle south wind” blowing. The word, “obtain what they want” (‘krateo prothesis’) means “a conviction that one strongly holds in order to carry and accomplish his own plan.” Everyone lives within similar management philosophy. They delude themselves that they are the main character of life and try to stand in the middle of circumstances as a judge over others.  That is like the scene which we are diligently eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil standing in the middle of Garden of Eden.  On such foolish men, God sends wind to make them realize truth. “For he views the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens.  25 When he established the force of the wind and measured out the waters,  26 when he made a decree for the rain and a path for the thunderstorm” (Job 28:24-26).  “He wraps himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the heavens like a tent  3 and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters. He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the wings of the wind.  4 He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants.  5 He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved” (Psalm 104:2-5).  This is the confession that only comes from one who realizes truth in the nature created by God.  Jesus describes the work of the Holy Spirit as if the wind blows.  “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'  8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit” (John 3:6-8).  The wind can’t be captured and held by our hands.  God sends a violent gale of wind in order to save His people from their deep darkness or put all those standing against truth into the depths of the sea. Most people do not realize truth even after the fierce wind blowing. Without God’s grace, they have to resist against the wind until death.   

Their ship is continually driven along by the storm too powerlessly. Most people try hard to steer their own ship to reach the destiny they desire, yet their end is doomed to eternal death from a spiritual perspective. They are going to fall over the endless cliff forever. However, the chosen people of God will realize in the midst of facing a huge storm that the owner of the ship is no longer themselves but God. Through repentance of their stealing ownership of the ship from God from the beginning, they begin to see the true pilot of their ship and yield to Him, that is the living Christ.  They realize how arrogantly they had stood in the middle of the Garden of Eden as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. But now they accept Christ and have Him standing in the middle of the garden as their Lord and Savior. Jesus Christ is the only One who can calm a violent gale of wind rising over our lives. “That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side."  36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.  37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.  38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?"  39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.  40 He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"  41 They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"( Mark 4:35 - 5:1).   Jesus’ disciples eagerly follow Him, yet Christ isn’t the center of their lives. They just want to fulfill their lustful ambition through Jesus. After giving them the Parable of the Sower in which he wants to explain that He can only plant the good seed on the good ground, He drives them to get aboard a boat and put them in the middle of the sea where a gale of wind will arise soon. What is his intention? He reveals that our lives are just like ‘along the path,’ ‘on rocky places,’ and ‘among thorns’ where no life can be born and grow. The only fruit that we can bear comes from our lustful desire of good and evil. Having stood in the center of the garden, we have produced only false life yet we pretended as if they are the fruit-borne of God. Jesus has to reveal their rotten soil upon which He can’t sow any good seed.  He drives them into the middle of the sea in the evening and makes them face a gale of wind in which they feel their lives being threatened to death.  When men face a death situation, their minds become alert to truth. However, without God’s grace, one can’t truly realize his sin in which he has stood in the place of God. Only God’s saints begin to come down from their arrogant place and look for God who stands in the center of their lives.  “On the third day, they threw the ship's tackle overboard with their own hands.  20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved” (vv.19-20).   To God’s saints, the moment of death is the time of their greatest blessing because their lustful desire of good and evil will be burnt away completely and perfect freedom will be gained from the bondage of sin. Who stands beside the disciples at the moment of death? He is the Christ who is the main character of the wind. “He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm” (v.39). The word, ‘rebuke’(‘epitimao’) in Hebrew means ‘to show honor, to raise the price of, and to tax with fault.’ The scary storm is the object of fear to people. The gale of wind demolishes the value of our lives. However, the storm sent by God is a means of grace by which we realize the true value of our lives as intended by God.  Jesus can only quiet down the gale of wind and lead us to discover the true treasure hidden inside the storm. We can truly realize that Christ is the only true savior and the Lord standing in the center of our lives. A gale of wind is actually good material to break down our sinful nature.  It causes us to unite with Jesus more closely. It elevates our minds to the Christ-centered lifestyle.  A gale of wind is a tool of judgment to nonbelievers, yet to God’s saints, it becomes a platform of blessing to realize God’s divine decree and provision for them. In the midst of the storm, we will experience the true power of salvation that comes from Christ. All of our past incidents which drove us to a death moment in fear were the instrument of faith applied to us so that we gain more fully the reality of Christ who is the author of our life.

22 But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed.  23 Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood beside me  24 and said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.'  25 So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.  26 Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island."

In the midst of the scary storm which drives one into the fear of death, God’s saints realize God’s amazing providence. Everyone in the boat gets caught with complaints, doubt, fear, and desperation. However, Jesus quietly sleeps. To Him, darkness and light are the same. Paul is also calm. He, in fact, experiences the guidance of the Holy Spirit and hears the voice of God more clearly in the midst of darkness. Paul urges them to “keep up our courage.” The word, ‘courage’(‘euthumeo’: good anger<good sacrifice) means  ‘to make cheerful, to be of good spirits, or to be joyful during the moment of anxiety and fear. When God is with us in the midst of darkness, our fear is transformed into heavenly joy and peace. God recreates us as beings who have to depend upon Christ during our stormy situations.  “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).  "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  Paul receives great comfort and conviction from the angel of God in the midst of a gale of wind because he was chosen for the sake of the gospel.  “Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you” (v.24).   What a great blessing!  Before going to Rome, Paul more vividly experiences the power of the living Christ standing over darkness in the midst of darkness. He makes a great confession.  “I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me” (v.25).   What is the covenant of God made to Paul? God called him “my chosen instrument”(Acts 9:15) and promised to make him “an apostle of Gentiles” (Rom.11;13).  “Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you.  17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them  18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me” (Acts 26:16-18). 
In the same way, God promised to all of His people belonging to His kingdom. “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). We are given the perfect revelation of God, that is the word of Christ. All the words in the bible reveal God’s covenants made for His people. Through the Holy Spirit, God continues to reveal the mystery of our salvation, our hope, and our predestined future that are already fulfilled through Christ.  God fulfills His promises according to His divine time-schedule.  “So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).  We have to continually find and trust His promises and dwell in His abundant grace in order to receive His fulfillment.

Conclusion
The flow of the bible is always the same. God calls His people in His covenant, reveals His divine plans, and fulfills His covenant in the lives of His people. “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified” (Romans 8:29-30).  “To be conformed to the likeness of his Son” points to our perfect union with Christ. Jesus Christ died two thousand years ago, yet He still fulfills His ministry through God’s faithful saints by sending the Holy Spirit.  We became ‘the firstborn’ who have to continually reveal Christ to others. We have to live as parts of His body to reveal the glory of Christ.  All the words in the bible are given to us as the word of the covenant that will come to pass every day.  Let us live confidently as ambassadors of Christ and continue to trust in God who fulfills His promise at His appointed time.



1

