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Acts 21:15-25  15 After this, we got ready and went up to Jerusalem.  16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea accompanied us and brought us to the home of Mnason, where we were to stay. He was a man from Cyprus and one of the early disciples.  17 When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers received us warmly.  18 The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see James, and all the elders were present.  19 Paul greeted them and reported in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.  20 When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said to Paul: "You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law.  21 They have been informed that you teach all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn away from Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or live according to our customs.  22 What shall we do? They will certainly hear that you have come,  23 so do what we tell you. There are four men with us who have made a vow.  24 Take these men, join in their purification rites and pay their expenses, so that they can have their heads shaved. Then everybody will know there is no truth in these reports about you, but that you yourself are living in obedience to the law.  25 As for the Gentile believers, we have written to them our decision that they should abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality."

Summary from last week (#59)
Men’s nature is rooted in their lustful knowledge of good and evil. Without the removal of the root, men have no choice but to always produce the lustful fruit of good and evil. However, once the root is pulled out, the tree will die. That is why Jesus substituted for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and died for our sin. Then, he was resurrected and planted the tree of life in us. Because of the new life-giving Spirit given us by Jesus, our life continues eternally even after our breath stops in the flesh. 
	

The role of the law is to dig down to the root of our lustful desire of good and evil.  After we find out the true color of the root while keeping the law, we have to stop the lawful deeds and live the life of grace that contains the perfect message of the law. Otherwise, when we just try to keep the law with our own passion and efforts, the root of the knowledge of good and evil in us becomes stronger and the lustful fruit of good and evil grows even bigger in us.
In order for us to understand this spiritual law, he allows men to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (through their own effort), but leads them to eventually eat from the tree of life (by the grace of God through Christ).  

The Holy Spirit leads us to see the nature of our sin that is bound to the law. We can’t correctly perceive our own bondage. So, God has to allow ‘losses’ in our lives. We can only see the true reality of our darkness in the midst of our loss. The, we begin to see the abundant grace and life of God through Christ out of our desperation and suffering. The truth of the gospel is realized when we go through such a spiritual procedure: Light comes out of darkness, and our loss is turned to gain. Our maturity is not swayed to the right of left in the midst of either loss or abundance but is always united with truth, enjoying heavenly peace and freedom. This is the true sanctification that we gain in Christ.   

What is the Lord’s will for us? It isn’t to reach a certain conclusion or situation as we pray hard in the Lord. It is to enjoy and walk in the presence of the Lord in all situations. It is to learn God’s perfect goodness that surpasses our lustful desire of good and evil through the compelling of the Holy Spirit. The power of the gospel is not focused on solving a problem but on always gaining the light and life of the Lord regardless of any situation. 



"You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law”
In spirit of the great threat from the Jews, Paul returns to Jerusalem. Before James and all other elders of the church, he gives them a report about the great work of God’s salvation that began to open for the Gentiles.  Hearing from Paul, they praise God. On the other hand, addressing the issue of their church situation, they advise Paul to keep the law to some extent in order to be with ‘Jewish Christians’ who are still ‘zealous for the law.’ Although the believer’s numbers are in the ‘thousands,’ their faith is not the same as the faith of salvation preached by Paul. Salvation comes through faith by God’s grace alone. Their faith is mixed with the law. Paul has never preached such a compromising way.  Part of their faith comes from their zealous passion for the law. That can’t be the true faith which Jesus fulfilled on the cross. 
What is true faith in Christ?   “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder” (James 2:19).  What do the demons believe? They know more about the existence of Christ than us. But the content and level of the gospel that they believe is completely different from us. If we do not correctly understand the gospel message, our faith will be the same as that of the demons. The demons believe, yet their purpose is to mimic God through their effort and power and eventually stand against God (the same as those practicing religious faith).  If so, what is the faith we must hold onto? “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). True ‘faith’ is not made of our passion and efforts. In fact, after removing our lustful passion and worldly effort, God plants in us pure faith.  Through the faith given by God, we can see the reality of Christ and begin to experience Him realistically.  ‘Faith’ is equal to ‘Christ.’ “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war” (Revelation 19:11). When we say that we have faith in Christ, it means we have Christ. Through the given-faith, we begin to experience the union and intimacy with Christ as closely as with our bride, friend, and the Lord.

What is the reason that God gave us this faith that enables us to see the work of Christ? Through Christ, the law and the grace of God finally became one. God didn’t give us the law in order for us to fulfill our righteousness by diligently keeping the law.  Instead, he wants to gain the true faith that makes us see the living Christ by His grace while keeping the law.  First, we have to discover the reality of darkness working in our sinful nature as the result of our bondage to the law. The law brings our wicked sins to the surface. “Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law.  22 But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.  23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed.  24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.  25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. (Galatians 3:21-25).  During our exercises on the law, the grace of God leads us to realize our wicked inclination in which we even want to kill God if possible. Grace further leads us to seek God’s righteousness through deep repentance and to hope for God’s perfect salvation.  We begin to look for a completely different kind of righteousness that surpasses the righteousness of mankind.  That righteousness only comes from God through Christ. That is how we gain true faith through which we are saved from our sin.  “I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy heaven with the saving power of his right hand” (Psalm 20:6). “Great peace has they who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble.  166 I wait for your salvation, O LORD, and I follow your commands” (Psalm 119:165-166).  Salvation is given through Christ who comes as light in the midst of our darkness.  As the result of gaining God’s righteousness, we are released from our sin.  The purpose of our obedience to the law isn’t to build our righteousness in order to gain God’s salvation.   Instead, the darkness of our sins is continually exposed through our keeping the law.   As a result, we begin to look for God’s grace alone to gain the faith of salvation.  “If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me (Christ)” (John 5:46). ‘Moses’ represents ‘the law’.  The law was given to reveal the righteousness of Christ.  We will discover the mystery of Christ while keeping the law through faith by God’s grace. If we truly believe and exercise the law in this way, we will experience the living Christ.

However, the zealous attitude for the law prevents us from discovering the depth of God’s grace revealed in Christ. "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:17-20).  Jesus tries to point out that the purpose of our law-keeping should be a means of gaining the righteousness of Christ that surpass our human righteousness.   After we received God’s grace, if we go back to the law in order to gain legalistic righteousness, our faith will eventually stand against God.  Our zeal for the law must be a tool to discover the righteousness of Christ. Once we gain His righteousness, we will be free from our zeal for the law.

In our Christian living, there are some legalistic elements on which we need to exercise like those of the Old Testament law (e.g. tithes, Lord’s Day(Sabbath), Ten Commandments, Baptism (circumcision) etc.). What is the grace of the gospel? All the requirement of the law in the Old Testament was fulfilled through Christ Jesus and imputed upon us freely as if we already kept all the law.  Now, we have to strive to discover the righteousness of Christ that was unconditionally given to us through various deeds in trust and faith. The nature of our ‘deeds’ on the law should be expressed as ‘loving our neighbors’ as Christ did. “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.  19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder.  20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?” (James 2:17-20).  We have to correctly understand the relationship between faith and work in Christ. We shouldn’t regard our legalistic deeds as a means of gaining faith. Once we gain the faith of Christ, our legalistic deeds are naturally practiced for the sake of revealing His righteousness.  Without knowing the grace of the gospel, all the legalistic deeds based on one’s own passion and effort is the same as the faith of the demons.  Serving Christ with human passion is sinning. 
 
What is the problem of our Christian living today?  People lean to one or the other side because they can’t find the connectivity between the law and grace. How much should we still keep the law that is demanded in the Old Testament while living in the grace of Christ? We can see that many religions such as Jehovah’s Witness, Mormon, and Seventh Day Adventist highly emphasize the works on the law in order to gain their salvation.  Like the text today, they are like those believers who are ‘zealous’ for the law. That is not the true gospel. However, we shouldn’t ignore all things of the Old Testaments while living in the grace of the gospel.  The law of the Old Testament is fulfilled through Christ and perfectly imputed upon us by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, we shouldn’t go back to the faith of the Old Testament. However, without understanding the message of the Old Testament, the grace of the New Testament can’t truly be found.  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices-- mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law-- justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former” (Matthew 23:23). Jesus gives us very important messages here by giving an example of tithe. When we give a tithe as a requirement of the law, we must find and exercise the righteousness of Christ (justice, mercy, and faithfulness). Also, once we find His righteousness, we are free from the law, yet we shouldn’t neglect or abandon the law. In other words, in all of our lawful deeds, we must have the content of true faith, that is Christ.  God put His righteousness inside the law so that His people can find true grace and love of God through practicing the law. Therefore, in the grace of the gospel, those who gained true freedom in Christ can’t live a life of indulgence, but try harder to live according to the new law of the life of the Spirit which surpasses the law of flesh. That is the new heavenly order that can’t be judged by our lustful desire of good and evil.  In Christ’s reign, we enjoy true freedom in the law. Any of our legalistic deeds are no longer exercised in fear but freely practiced in the grace of Christ.  “So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.  2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.  3 I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself” (1 Corinthians 4:1-3).  When we truly enjoy Christ’s reign in truth, we will live a life and in a new recreated order which surpasses any judgment of others as well as ourselves.  This is the power of the gospel.  

Conclusion
Men are bound to their lustful law from their birth. When the law is added, they commit to a religious crime. However, when the grace of God intervenes, all our lawful deeds become a graceful procedure to gain the righteousness of Christ.  Furthermore, we are free from the law, yet we will realize that more depth of God’s grace is gained in the midst of our practicing the law.  As we realize that the law and grace are one, we will enjoy true freedom in their union.  Furthermore, we will see our growth in Christ and become faithful servants who are molded by God’s passion and efforts. 
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