Title: “The Lord’s Will Be Done”
Acts 21:1-14 (#59)

[bookmark: _GoBack]After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara.  2 We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went on board and set sail.  3 After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we sailed on to Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo.  4 Finding the disciples there, we stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem.  5 But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray.  6 After saying good-by to each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home.  7 We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day.  8 Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven.  9 He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied.  10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea.  11 Coming over to us, he took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'"  12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem.  13 Then Paul answered, "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."  14 When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.”


Summary from last week (#58)
Everyone tries to live his life as worthily as possible. The world judges their worthiness according to their efforts and achievements.  However, the gospel’s evaluation is different from that of the world. The gospel judges our worthiness according to how much we have gained God’s passion and achievements laid out for us. 
Men’s efforts and achievements are necessary because God has given them to us, yet if there is no life-relationship in them, God will give us nothing except horrible punishment.  Our worthiness can’t be measured by our worldly judgment because of our totally corrupt nature in sin. In God’s eyes, all human efforts and achievements are nothing but just to make their names renowned by building their own tower of Babel higher and higher.  God never considers such evil attempts to be worthy but will eventually judge our pride with fire. True worthiness of our life is only counted when we are clothed with the life given through Christ by God’s grace.  Our sin must be forgiven and cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ, and the word of new life must be given into us unconditionally. As a result, we are given new status and authority that is only worthy and honorable in God’s eyes.  As we enjoy this new heavenly life in the gospel and testify to the gospel of God’s grace, we will discover more realistically the amazing reality of our worthiness accomplished by God. This is the true healing and freedom that occurs as a sign of transformation in the life of God’s saints. If we don’t know Christ and can’t testify to Christ, our life can never be considered to be worthy.  It is God’s divine and highest calling that every saint has to possess the truth of the gospel and faithfully share the truth of Christ to the end of the world. 

Paul’s passion and Conflict
Paul’s great passion is to go back to Jerusalem and spread the gospel message to his own people.  He already tried so much to share the gospel with them, but the opposition and persecution of Jews who are strongly bound to the laws and traditions get worse.  Rather he sees the life of the gospel blooming more widely among the Gentiles.  The gospel originally blossomed in Jerusalem and spread through the Jews, yet everything is being turned back now. Paul witnesses the Jew’s bitter rejection becoming greater against the gospel. And despite this, he sees the Gentile’s overwhelming acceptance of the gospel increases every day.  We can see the same phenomena today everywhere. Through the secularization of the gospel, many places that used to be the main center of the gospel have been changed to places of deep darkness.

Experiencing both joy and desperation in his heart from seeing different fruits of the gospel, Paul continues to express his passion for the Jews, his own people. “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile” (Romans 1:16).  “There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile;  10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile” (Romans 2:9-10 ).  It sounds like God’s special love and grace is being more weighed toward the Jews rather than the Gentiles.  The order of priority of the gospel seems to lie upon the Jews first. Therefore, we can see today that many Christian leaders give more special attention and treatment to the Jews, and even more, consider the conversion of the Jews to be one of the most important signs of the end time, emphasizing the evangelism more toward the Jews in the last day (e.g. “Back to Jerusalem,” “Messianic Jews,” etc.). Paul has no intention of making this kind of distinction here. 

Obviously, it is natural for Paul who is also Jewish to worry about the faith of his own race. He laments about the fortune of Israel who takes the initiative in persecuting Christians in spite of all the privileges given them by God such as the law and sacrifices.   They are strongly bound to pride because of their misinterpretation of their privileges.  Finally, they fell from God’s grace and became a means for Satan to enter the world. Paul saw the wicked sinfulness deeply rooted inside of men in his own people. On the contrary, the Gentiles who have never been bound to such traditions and laws enjoy God’s amazing grace and love so freely now.  Paul delivers two-folded messages. To the Jews, he emphasizes the connectivity between the law and the grace of God found in the gospel. To the Gentiles, He tries to deliver a message about God’s persistent passion and covenantal grace towards the Jews who are filled with hostility against the gospel. The grass roots of the gospel began all the way from the creation, flew through the law of the Old Testament, and finally sprang up into the grace of the New Testament. 

Without Israel’s loss, the gospel couldn’t’ be passed over to the Gentiles. So, their loss was a part of God’s plan.  “But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring!” (Romans 11:12). However, without an intervention of God’s grace, their loss will end with eternal death. The message of God’s grace must be delivered in the midst of their loss so that Israel can correctly realize their real sin and come to repentance.  Discovering God’s amazing spiritual law, Paul can truly give thanks to God in the midst of his deep troubles. We should also pray that the grace of restoration may come upon those who fall from God’s grace like Paul did. “I speak the truth in Christ-- I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit--  2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race” (Romans 9:1-3).  Paul deeply mourns for his own race, Israel, for their evil deeds that continually increase against Christ and His followers. It seems that they have been completely abandoned by God for now.  However, he discovers more important spiritual law; the life of the gospel is now in bloom among the Gentiles because of the Jew’s loss.  But God will eventually save those who are chosen by His grace among those lost.  Paul learns God’s providence; grace comes out of the law, and the law is realized through grace.  All Israel is not true Israel. Only those who are elected by God’s promise are considered to be true descendants of Israel (Rom. 9:6-9).  God’s salvation does not depend upon our good or evil deeds but is accomplished by His election through mercy (Rom.9:11,16).   God saves His remnants among the lost in order that they may find this spiritual law. The word, “remnants” (“kataleimma”<”kataleimmpo”<”be absent, be destitute”) means “those who are abandoned or forsaken and also those who are completely poor in spirit.  So, the remnants will begin to seek the grace of Christ from their hunger and thirst.  Christ came and was abandoned first by the word.  “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life” (Luke 9:22).  His loss was for our gain. “Jesus looked directly at them and asked, "Then what is the meaning of that which is written: "'The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone'? (Luke 20:17).  When God’s grace intervenes in the midst of our loss, our loss will be a platform of God’s true blessing that we will be established as a house of God. The condition of our hunger, wounds, suffering, desperation, and loss will cause our lives to be truly recreated as “remnants” who want to live for the sake of the gospel.   “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life” (Matt.19:29).  Our loss will makes us “foreigners” who only want to live in truth in the world. Our loss will lead us to desperately live in heavenly freedom from the law.  Our loss will let our stubbornness, pride, evil ambition, and lustful passion be removed from us. Then, we will be set upon the rock of Christ and become a new dwelling house of God. Israel must go through the grace of ‘loss’ in order to find God’s true grace. 

Paul begins to understand Gods’ amazing decree and providence through Israel’s loss and the Gentile’s salvation. God has to save those remnants among Israel yet only those who are ‘chosen by grace.’ So, they must first go through ‘suffering of loss’ in order to gain Gods’ life.  In 70 AD, Israel finally lost their nation to Rome and began to live in the Diaspora which would last for about two thousand years.  The Dispensationalists take the Israel’s independence in 1948 and their effort of rebuilding God’s temple today as a sign of the end time, but it is completely wrong interpretation. They still view Israel in the flesh and interpret the message of the gospel legalistically, mystically, and religiously.  Paul clearly explains God’s determined will and providence in Romans 11. Among the stiff-necked Israelites, there are still “a remnant chosen by grace” and they will be grafted onto the tree of life out of their complete brokenness at the end (vv.11-30). God will make Israel “envious”(jealous) by making them see God’s gracious work of salvation taking place among the Gentiles. The word, ‘jealousy’(‘parazeloo’) means “a mind stimulated by God’s passion.’ In general, ‘jealousy’ is not considered to be a good word, but God’s jealousy points to His attribute that He does not tolerate His people to worship idols. Therefore, among the Jews, those who are chosen by grace will repent their idolatrous pride that comes from keeping the law and traditions as the result of God’s ‘jealous’ passion.   The salvation among the Gentiles who have no privileges unlike the Jews is also possible only through God’s ‘jealous’ passion and persistent efforts for His elected people. Therefore, any trial to keep the law and tradition as a means of salvation is the same as idol worship.  God’s salvation comes through faith by grace alone (Eph. 2:8).  In God’s eyes, the true Israel today is God’s church who knows the mystery of Christ. It doesn’t point to the nation of Israel in the flesh.


‘Through the Spirit’ (v.4), ‘The Holy Spirit says’ (v.11)
Many fellow workers of Paul were strongly oppose to his passion and commitment to go to Jerusalem.  Severe persecution is waiting for him. He can be martyred there at any time. Through the Holy Spirit, everyone prophesies that he shouldn’t go.  Confusion arises here. Very accurate prophecies have been given many times as God’s disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. Yet Paul’s decision was already made firmly through the compelling of the Holy Spirit. Their prophecies don’t give Paul any encouragement but actually hurt and break his heart.  His decision is very firm. Which one is the right decision? Who received the right guidance from the Holy Spirit? What is God’s actual intention in this setting? "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 21:13).  Is Paul’s decision disobedient to God’s will? Paul already testified that nothing would make his life worthy except testifying to the grace of God’s gospel.  Any word of prophecy that gives guidance to his life is not as important as is the prophesying of the mystery of Christ coming out of his mouth. 

We should learn a very important lesson here. God has given His blessing of the Holy Spirit’s dwelling, leading, and filling to His saints. So, we pray to receive and experience that blessing.  We struggle to find out God’s will through prayer depending upon that blessing. However, we shouldn’t treat God as a fortune teller while seeking God’s answers to our prayer. Of course, God has the best will for us in every way. He wants to lead us in a right way through the Holy Spirit. He reveals His will through various ways. However, our legalistic, mystical, and religious attitudes are always a problem while we are praying. God gave us a free will. We must discern not to choose an evil way but the best way that God desires for us.  But even though we choose a way by faith with a prayerful heart, we might see results that seem to be wrong to our eyes.  Then, we shouldn’t judge too quickly any outcomes according to our lustful knowledge of good and evil and comprises God’s intended will.  What is the more important thing than the results is discovering God’s hidden message in the procedure leading to the outcome. Depending on the outcomes made of our choices of A or B, we may regret or rejoice. However, the more important attitude that we should have is realizing the grace of God’s intended providence in the midst of either the A or B situation.  Like Paul’s mind, either going or not going to Jerusalem, either dying or living, our minds should be occupied with a desire of discovering the life of Christ in any situations and enjoying true worthiness hidden in the living word of Christ. 

In our text today, the will of the Holy Spirit is definite. Paul seems to be disobedient to God’s will.  However, it clearly shows that Paul who is compelled by the Spirit surpasses the level of men’s interest. He doesn’t struggle determine to whether to go to Jerusalem or not.  He doesn’t get bothered by the matter of his living being, being put to death.   What he only desires is to enjoy and testify to the gospel of God’s grace in all situations. That is not disobedience, but true freedom that can only be found in the grace of the gospel.  The power of the gospel makes us surpass our own lustful interest of good and evil.  How much do we struggle everyday to do or not to do such things?  We are always seeking God’s good will in the area of works, business, study, marriage, etc.  However, as we grow into maturity in Christ, we have to find the most important answer.  In the midst of either finding guidance to a certain situation or choosing a certain situation when we are in doubt, we have to realize the best will of the Holy Spirit for us. That is to find, enjoy, dwell, and share the amazing grace of the gospel that makes us transcend all things.  “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength” (Phil. 4:11-13). In all situations, God’s saints have to learn to dwell in His power and enjoy true freedom in the gospel. Our mission is to discover our Lord who stand behind all of our situations and hold our hands tightly as we walk through them together.

Conclusion
After seeing Paul’s solid decision, they let him go and say, “The Lord’s will be done.” What is the Lord’s will? We learned it from the Lord’s Prayer. It is to eat the bread of life in our daily life, to turn around from our lustful will of good and evil, to enjoy true forgiveness and freedom provided by God, and to pass on the bread of life to others. The best answer of God to our prayers is not change of our situation but our transformation in all situations. Let us grow up as God’s servants who can find His true will and trust His way all the time, especially in the midst of hardship.  
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