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Acts 20:22-32   22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there.  23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me.  24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.  25 "Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again.  26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men.  27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.  28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.  29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.  30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.  31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.  32 "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

Summary from Last Week (#57)
The world needs “stronger men” to bind the strong. However, the method of the gospel doesn’t need our strength. In fact, God’s “power” works through our weaknesses,.  The world is wrapped with false “power.” In God’s eyes, everyone is “blind and mute”(prideful smoke). By the deception of Satan, people always want to show off by demonstrating they are more powerful than others and so have to live in a deceitful pride.  God has to save His people who live in such darkness of lies in the world. He sent Christ Jesus and save His people with the word of truth. As a result of Christ’s death and resurrection, His people became Christ’s perfect mate and begin to live with the living word given by the groom. All of their lies are gradually taken away by the word of Christ dwelling in them.

The goal of our faith is not to conquer the world with the gospel.  Our lives have to be first conquered by God’s grace. All idols inside of us have to collapse. The new order by the living word of truth has to be established in us by Christ. Then, we have to grow up to the point where we are able to pass down to others the same life of truth.   Our mission is to find God’s people who desperately look for the same truth.  As we proclaim the way of God’s kingdom together, the force of darkness that binds our family, region, and nation will crumble down.  To bind the strong men, God gave us a spiritual weapon, that is the living word of Christ. The way of God’s kingdom look foolish to the eyes of men, yet that is the providence of God in which the people of God come to know the mystery of Christ. “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21).   

“"And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there”
The Holy Spirit compels (“deo”: bind) Paul to go to Jerusalem. “The Spirit” is the word. The Holy Spirit dwells, seals, and leads the lives of God’s saints.  He always wages war against the false words inside of us. “So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law;  23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members” (Romans 7:21-23). He already regards our inner beings as clean in Christ, and then He begins to fulfill daily the work of sanctification in us.  He makes us realize the truth by His grace and continually removes the root of our lustful knowledge of good and evil deeply hidden inside of us.  “Because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2). In order to receive the new governance from the law of the Spirit of life, all we have to do is to listen to the message of the gospel continually until we fully realize the true revelation of God. Many times, we see that controlling ourselves is harder than anything else. Everyone is so strongly bound to his own law, ideology, standard, and thoughts. He can’t get out of his own imprisonment by himself without help from the outside. The Holy Spirit has to come and break down our lifeless standards and continuously fill our inner being with the new bread of life. To receive His perfect guidance, we need to open our ears completely in order to discern and realize the true message of the gospel.   

True sanctification is achieved by experiencing the “compelling of the Spirit” inside of us. It is like a feeling that we are being chained by the Spirit. Without the forceful work of the Spirit, we can’t change our own direction but will always retain our false ambition based on our lustful desire of good and evil.  When our chains in darkness crumble down, we can finally move our steps into the new path prepared by God.  Abraham had to “bind” his son, Isaac, to give him as a living sacrifice to God so that he could live again in Christ (Gen. 22:9).  In order to bind the power of our sin, the blood of death that pays off the penalty of our sin must be shed.  That is the only way that we can be fee from the bondage of our sin. Therefore, God bound Jesus instead of us and nailed Him on the cross to make us alive, free from the death of our sin.  Then, He sent the Spirit of the resurrection into us to seal and bind us as captives to truth.  Through this compelling work of the Spirit, we can realize God’s amazing grace and the way of God’s kingdom everyday anew.  “If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.  14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again” (2 Corinthians 5:13-15). As we receive God’s faithful service and understand the depth of His grace through the compelling work of His Spirit, we voluntarily become more obedient to His calling.  His ‘binding’ becomes more our joy and reward.  He never makes us grudgingly obey Him in fear.

As a result of the compelling work of the Holy Spirit in us, the content of our words begins to change.  The secular words that died in our sin become living words that give life.   We will begin to speak about the mystery of Christ so that one enabled by God’s grace can understand our words.  “And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains” (Colossians 4:3). As we become captives to the living word of Christ, the bondage of darkness surrounding us begins to crumble down through our witness. We will also see healing of the blind and mute and freedom of captives in darkness through our ministry.  This is the blessing resulted from the compelling work of the Holy Spirit in us. The purpose of our Christian living is to help each other enjoy and share this blessing in every service and fellowship meeting.  Otherwise, our church life is nothing but a religious activity and a waste of time. 

“I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me.  24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace”
Paul has to go to Jerusalem because of the compelling work of the Spirit. But that journey holds many sufferings for him. The Holy Spirit already gave him many warnings of the coming hardships against him.  Jerusalem is the most dangerous place to be a witness for Christ.  But Paul confesses that he does not consider his life worth anything except for the sake of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.  The more literal interpretation on verse 24 is as following: “No word(“logos”- a word) can make my life worthy as much as I fulfill my race entrusted by God, that is the ministry of testifying to the gospel of Gods’ grace.” We have to carefully interpret this message, especially concerning of our calling to be a witness for the gospel.   One might take this message incorrectly, thinking that we should sacrifice our lives to spread the gospel at the risk of our death.  It sounds very faithful, yet one can actually jump to the conclusion too quickly on his own, completely missing the necessary procedure required by God.  We can see that among other religions many believers demonstrate their sacrificial commitment to their mission. They don’t really consider their lives worthy in order to fulfill their race.  Then, what is the difference between their sacrificial works and our great commitment to the gospel? How are our sacrificial works different from their martyrdom? 

Paul does not try to point out here that he would bravely sacrifice his life for the sake of the gospel.  God is not incompetent that He has to ask for our sacrifice to fulfill His purpose.  Already God made a complete sacrifice of His own for the sake of our salvation. Jesus, God Himself, came down and bore our sins to His death on the cross. Then, He was buried with our sin under the ground completely for three days.  That is the only acceptable sacrifice pleasing to God.  We can’t imitate such a perfect sacrifice with our own power.  In this passage, the emphasis is not on his sacrificial commitment to fulfill the mission entrusted to him, but on the testimony of the gospel which makes his life truly worthy.  Nothing among men’s words except testifying to the gospel of God’s grace can make his life precious and honorable.  Our life will be considered worthy in God’s eyes when we enjoy the living word of Christ in us and share it with others through our mouth. “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us”(2 Corinthians 4:7).  We have to discover the true value of the treasure laid in our vessel through the work of Christ. We are given the living word of God.  The Holy Spirit binds our darkness and makes us captives to follow the compelling work of the Holy Spirit.  He wants us to speak of the way of God’s kingdom to the world that is filled with lifeless words.   Testifying to the gospel of God’s grace is the most precious work of God that we can do and it makes both our soul and body worthy and honorable in God’s eyes.  Don’t let us swear to God mindlessly that we will sacrifice our lives for the work of the gospel and try to pay the price on our own. That is just legalistic, religious, and humanistic passion. God is not impressed by our lies.  God is only touched when we sincerely accept His sacrificial service made through Christ and entrust our whole life to Him.  God looks for one who earnestly mourns for his sin and praises God’s righteousness alone in the gospel.  God considers one truly worthy when he fills his heart with the living word of God and delivers it to others in purity.  In order to make us worthy servants of God, the Holy Spirit wages a war against our lustful desire of good and evil every day drawing us nearer to God’s holiness. 

When we testify to the gospel of God’s grace, we will more clearly realize the true value of our beings. All the words of darkness that caused confusion and chaos in the past will leave us if we faithfully keep doing our mission. God will empower our hearts with truth that we may know how to deliver the message more deliberately and wisely. As God pours out His abundant grace upon us, we will naturally follow His sacrificial service in joy. God’s redemptive love causes us to commit our lives more to the mission of the gospel.  Paul emphasizes the importance of exercising the same “love” demonstrated by God in our service. “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3).  No matter how one sacrifices his life for God exercising a gift of the Holy Spirit in ministry, if there is no true love in him such as Jesus demonstrated on the cross, his sacrifice is worth nothing.  The pure love of Christ can’t come out of our lustful nature of good and evil. The divine love was given to us through God’s sacrificial service fulfilled on the cross.  God’s saints have to receive the heavenly love, enjoy it deeply every day, and become a means of passing on that heavenly love to others. We are the deliverer of God’s grace. When we deliver the God’s love by truly testifying to the gospel, we will come to know the worth of our lives more clearly as well as others’ lives.  We shouldn’t randomly use the words of “vow, sacrifice, passion, royalty, rewards, etc.” in order to make others serve God humanistically in our ministry. What is the true fruit of the Holy Spirit? “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23).  The subject of bearing the fruit is the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit works through the word of God.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit looks the same as those fruit made by men in its form, yet its content and result are completely different.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit has the content of life given through the sacrificial love of Christ.  It only is realized when we enjoy and share the word of truth through the compelling work of the Holy Spirit. They are the true fragrance of life that saves ones from their sin and death. It is also heavenly fruit that makes ones truly worthy and honorable in God’s eyes.

Conclusion
Is my being worth and honorable?  There aren’t any of man’s words that make us truly worthy beings in the world because there is no life in them.  Only the word of the gospel helps us understand who truly we are and makes our life worthy and honorable in God’s eyes.  By God’s grace, we are given the word of truth.  Let us realize more the abundant grace and love of God through His word and fulfill more boldly the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.  Let us follow the compelling work of the Holy Spirit in us.  Don’t let us be deceived by the lies of the world. Let us grow up together as a true living body of Christ in which God can continue to fill our heart with truth and lead us to deliver the gospel of God’s grace to the lost. 
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